BRAISHFIELD ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Minutes of the Meeting held at the Village Hall aghfield
on Tuesday 7th May 2013 at 8.00pm

1. PRESENT
Parish Councillors - Mike Prince (Chairman)
Dorothy Ross
Mike Edwards
Peter White
Clive John
Carole Renvoize

County Councillor - Alan Dowden
Borough Councillor - Martin Hatley

13 Parishioners

2. MINUTES
The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held oeSday 1st May 2012 were agreed.

3. PRESENTATION BY INSPECTOR WILLSON - Hampshire Police
Inspector Willson was accompanied by Sgt Alison ¥éesl PCSO Jo Cole.

She said that she has now been in post for fousyebhe Constabulary has a new Chief who is requir
to make a 25% cut in budget which would affectfdtafels as this accounts for 86% of expenditufeae
Romsey front office has been closed but only foufive people a day without appointments used it.
Appointments may still be made using 101. Therebi no front line staff losses.

Most resources are deployed in Southampton whidowats for 25% of the crime in Hampshire.
Fortunately Romsey is in a relatively low crimeareThe level dropped by 20% last year and theigim
for another 5%. Romsey has close contact with If&onpton Police and special investigations using
ANPR reveal most offenders live in Southampton.

Protecting vulnerable people of the community im@e part of the job. The Police is working with
Andover and Wiltshire on heating oil thefts whigtpaars to be by people out of County.

The Police are trying to create a hostile envirominfier criminals in the Romsey area.
PCSO Jo Cole said that she tries to publish a wegbtlate of local crime which is sent out by email.
Vehicles used in thefts are often sold on quickijhere have been 21 or 22 heating oil thefts bet th

criminals seem to have moved on.

There has been some theft from cars, for examphergifield Wood, where criminals appear to wait and
observe before making their move.

One Parishioner questioned whether 'stolen’ oilihdact been delivered in the first place.

There was some discussion on the use of speed aarhgrthe public, but generally this did not find
favour.



Mike Prince thanked the Police for their presentatind attending the Meeting.

4. CHAIRMAN’'S REPORT
The following is the written report given to the &g by Mike Prince, Chairman of the Parish Colinci

At the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on WM&y 2012 Mike Prince and Mike Edwards were re-
elected Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Courespectively. Camilla Horton had resigned as a
Councillor a few weeks earlier, as mentioned at ya@sr's Meeting, and the Council agreed to appoint
Peter White on to the Council. As it happened,kNiirgo then resigned and the Council appointed
Beverley Murtagh to join the Council in his pladewould like to thank Nick Virgo for his contribioin to

the Council's work.

While on the subject of personnel, the Clerk Johod®s suffered a very bad car accident in BunnyeLan
on the day of the Council Meeting on 4th Septemb&he Council was very fortunate to have Katie
Hardy, Clerk to Michelmersh & Timsbury Parish Coilintake over the Clerk's job in October and she
continues to help out today. | would like to thdrék very much for her assistance.

The Parish Council has met regularly throughoutytha and meets at 7pm on the first Tuesday of each
month except August. However this rule is occaaligrmodified, particularly as we often have théyJu
Meeting later in the month owing to the lack of &éfing in August. Residents of the village areyver
welcome and encouraged to attend Parish CouncitiMge There is an open discussion period at tide e
of each meeting when any relevant matter may kedairVillagers may also make presentations about
matters such as planning applications at the stdhte meeting.

PLANNING

The Parish Council monitors all planning applicasian the village, as well as in nearby industaigdas
such as Bunny Lane and Yokesford Hill, and commentshem where it thinks fit. The Parish Council
takes into account the effects that the proposalg mave on the adjoining properties and on thagdlas

a whole both in the short and long terms. It aiskes into account the Borough Local Plan, the
Braishfield Village Design Statement and the Covestgon Area status. The Borough Local Plan is due
be replaced by what is now called the ‘revisedbBgh Local Plan and the Council has commented @n th
draft document.

There have been just 12 planning applications densd in the past year, together with a numberoto d
with tree works in the Conservation Area. This bemof planning applications is a drop of 12 on 2He

of last year. The figure for the previous was 84,it appears the recession is biting quite harte
Council has no objection to most applications, thig year there were very few of significance ie th
village with which the Council disagreed. Inde#tt only one | would mention is the change of wse t
residential of Blackthorn House. There was sonmiteairong objection to the proposal, not leastifithe
Village Hall Management Committee as, amongst othergs, the building was intended to be a noise
buffer between the Hall and the remainder of Blackt Close. However, the application was firmly
refused by Test Valley Borough Council, but we h&aeard in the last few days that the applicant is
appealing against the decision.

Outside the village, the refused RFSF Recyclingliegipon went to appeal and this was upheld by the
Planning Inspector. RFSF have just submitted leayoieag plans etc as a discharge of planning canditi

Raymond Brown has taken over the skip businesX&f B Bunny Lane but we have now heard that they
are running down the activity and are concentradimgheir Andover site.



As reported last year, the affordable housing ptogn the land opposite the Wheatsheaf PH has not
proceeded as hoped and the Council has now sudgestte adjacent to the Wheatsheaf land, butigrdes
for this is awaited.

HIGHWAYS AND POND

The Parish Council has continued to report numerdmfscts in the highway to Hampshire Highways.
Hampshire County Council has had a particular gmblvith the weather over last summer and the winter

There have been numerous water leaks from the al@rwmains in the village and the Council has
complained to Southern Water. We are now in théstrof a major water main replacement programme
covering 8.5km of pipe around Braishfield and lagtior much of 2013. Many properties in the area a
also being put on to water meters. Strangely, KHit does not appear to be in the programme tlyete
have been several water leaks in the area.

The Council has planted a tree at the pond to rilvk Queen's Diamond Jubilee. Also to mark the
occasion, a time capsule organised by the Bralghhgllage Association has been buried. David
Robinson is to be thanked for this and collectimg\arious items to be loaded into the capsule.

RECREATION GROUND and WAR MEMORIAL

As usual, the Recreation Ground has required manize, some of which is done by willing villagersla
the Football Club.

Significant progress has been made on the replatefumotball Pavilion as the Charity Commission has
not only approved an alteration to the Trust Deddckv permits the Club to build a pavilion on the
Recreation Ground, but also waived the need to haServeyor's report describing how a new lease for
the pavilion would be in the best interests of Rexreation Ground Charity. Having agreed the Hedds
Agreement (ie the main points) of a lease with Foetball Club, we are now working on the full lease
document. Meanwhile the Football Club has beerkingrhard on the new pavilion which looks much
better than the previous one. | note there isres®f photographs on the Club's website showiney t
transition from old to new. The Club is to be catglated for the work it has done.

| would also like to congratulate the Jubilee Coiteai and all those who helped and took part invérg
successful Jubilee Celebrations.

Consideration has been given to the replacemetiteofather unsatisfactory bark chipping surfacéha
playground with some form of rubber surface. K&imrdy has been obtaining quotations and is putting
together a grant application for the work.

The Council is Trustee of the War Memorial and iearout maintenance work when necessary. This year
we have had the 1939-45 tablet cleaned.

PARISH COUNCIL

As Chairman | would like to thank the CouncilloredaClerk, John Rhodes, and acting Clerk, Katie Mard
for the work they put into the successful runnifighe Council and to Councillors Dowden and Hafiay
their contributions and help. The Parish Counas bontinued to be supported by the Braishfieltayé
Association and this is much appreciated.



PRECEPT

The Parish Council precept has been increased 0§ 5 the coming year to £10,500. It has been at
£10,000 for the past five years and at £9000 fersitven years before that. The make-up of the/2013
Council Tax for a Band D property in Braishfieldas follows, with 2012/13 figures in brackets:

2013/14 20012/13 change

Hampshire County Council 1037.88 (1037.88) 0.0%
Hampshire Police Authority 151.25 (146.25) 3.4%
Hampshire Fire & Rescue 61.38 (61.38) 0.0%
Test Valley Borough Council 126.41 (121.41) 4.1%
Braishfield Parish Council 31.34 (29.33) 6.8%
TOTAL 1408.26 (1396.25) 0.8%

For comparison purposes, the Band D Council Taxisaa 33.3% in the ten years since 2003/2004, when
it was £1056.22. The apparent rise in Parish Ptdoe a Band D property next year is due partlyhe
£500 increase and partly to the change in the Waysovernment manages Council Tax Support.

5. COUNTY COUNCILLOR’'S REPORT
The following is the written report submitted t@tMeeting by Alan Dowden, County Councillor:

| was first elected to represent the Baddesleysitivi as the County Councillor in January 1992. lbvhg
experience at the three levels of local governrhastenabled me to get things done and helped nmke wor
successfully for all my constituents in Ampfield;aishfield, North Baddesley and Valley Park .

Further reductions in grant settlements were ancediy the coalition government in the Autumn 2012
statement and the overall financial position of @munty Council for the foreseeable future will dédeen
more difficult. The County Council have put in ggaan ambitious programme of cost reduction and
efficiency measures to bring about savings of £9ifiam of the targeted £100 million. The County
Council will utilise their Grant Equalisation Regerto help balance the budget over the next twesyea

It is good news though that | can report, that Goeinty Council’s Council Tax will once again eZen
and will remain at £1037.88p for a Band “D” progertAll political groups supported this positionath
there should be no increase.

As the Adult Social Care Spokesperson | scrutiaisg monitor the budget carefully and work closeithw
the administrations Executive Member in order touse a balanced budget for the department. | was
deeply concerned by the situation of those vulderaddividuals who required two carers to assistito
remain in their own home. They were being chamd@able amounts of money for their care. | feltttha
this clearly was an extra tax on disability andightighted it and spoke to the Executive Members in
regards of this anomaly. | was grateful when ttmiaistration listened and then acted to change the
situation at the following Full Council.

In the 2013/14 Adult Social Care budget there isadditional £11 million allocated to tackle theinig
demand for services from an increasing elderlyfaasitipopulation.

At the Full Council in November 2012 | placed a moton “The Future of Social Care” pressing the
government to bring forward legislation for urgeetorm of the social care system. It gained unanisn
support. At a time when finances are so tightifigdhe right solution is a huge challenge, butyets
year the coalition government have announced straeges that they intend to introduce later in 2016.



The key reforms will be:
* A cap of £75K on the amount anyone will have to fmaytheir care.
* A massive increase in the means tested threshmid ££23,250 to £123,000.

This means that more people with modest wealth geitl help from the state with the costs of thereca
Whilst the measures proposed are not perfect, vihese changes are introduced they will be fairer,
simpler and more sustainable than the currentsyste

The grant available for voluntary organisations2@13/14 was oversubscribed by £600K and many
voluntary groups will have had their funding cut43% with some being denied funding. | did argue f
extra grant funding for the voluntary organisatiamsthe basis that voluntary groups provide exoelle
value for money to the Hampshire Council Tax pamt should be fully supported and valued, if we are
to encourage more volunteering. This time the adstration did not support the request and some
organisations may fold as a result of these cuts..

As a retired Investment Analyst | have enjoyed dan active member of the Hampshire Pension Fund
panel. Over the last few years the fund has gremgnificantly and the value of the funds investedv
amount to £4.1 billion.

The challenge is for the panel to choose the cofumtl managers and the areas in which they waokedd |
the funds invested. The Panel constantly scraiargl monitor their investment decisions, in otdegain

the maximum returns for the pension scheme. Wigheconomic uncertainty it has not been an eagy tas
in recent times. However, most of the fund manages have selected have made excellent choices in
their investment decisions.

My County Council Community Allowance of £13K hagpported grant donations to local voluntary
organisations and sports clubs within my Baddegieigion.

Highway improvements are an ongoing requirementith \&h ever decreasing pot of funding it is a leattl
against other councillor's demands, to secure ingreents. | am pleased | have been able to seatge |
amounts of funding for major improvements within diyision.

| am delighted that out of the six schools withiry miivision, three have been rated by Ofsted as
‘Outstanding’ with two that are Good and Improvingserve as a school governor at two local primary
schools within my division.

This year there are County elections in May andpenthat | will have the opportunity to continuestrve
the best interests of all constituents of the Babigedivision.

6. BOROUGH COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The following is the written report submitted t@tNMeeting by Martin Hatley:

In the 18 years | have been your Borough Councitloe past year has seen some of the greatested)ang
none more so than in planning and local governriartting.

Planning matters and Draft Revised Local Plan

| remain Deputy Leader of the Council and PortfdHolder for Planning and Transportation. As |
reported last year, in January 2012 the Boroughighdudl a Draft Core Strategy for Test Valley for
consultation. The progress to the next stage, lwiwiculd have been public consultation on the faralft,
has been affected by a number of changes in theipig system — ALL outside the Council’s control.
Given the importance of these changes | considéergght that we took time to assess the impadhote



changes. The Government produced the final versidhe National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
in March 2012. This established new planning gutgdasur policies now have to comply with.

The guidance in all the Government’s Planning Roftatements and Guidance Notes, amounting to
several hundred pages and on which the Core Syrateg drafted, have all been deleted and replaced.
The emphasis is on a pro growth agenda to helpdbeomy and overcome the shortage of an acceptable
home for a large proportion of our population. Mihe abolition, at long last, of the S.E. PlarMarch,

the NPPF and the Localism Bill now require us tlmdate our own local housing figure but this mbst
robust and evidence based. Zero is not thereforeomion! An important factor is that there are
approximately 3,500 locdiouseholds in Test Valley on our list for socidedable housing, many of
these are young professional people who traditipmauld have been home owners by now. Worryingly,
the average age of a first time buyer in the Bohoisd37.

The changes we have made to the Core Strategy thaimwe need to undertake further consultation to
afford the public opportunities to comment on teeised document, now called The Local Plan — tebet
understood name which we are now able to use agafhilst it may be frustrating to many, | thinkig
only right that we make sure that those who wardamment on the changes can and that we do not fall
foul of any procedural matters. As | said, whenwskintarily asked to withdraw the draft core stt, |
would do all I could to ensure that we produce aidence based and ‘Government Inspector friendly’
revised plan. | believe we have achieved thigtiatnow up to the public to comment.

The first draft consultation ended at 4.30pm orddsyi 26" April 2013.For details go to Test Valley
website or see the plans at our new offices aFtrener Romsey Magistrates Court or local libratyis
hoped that the final draft Local Plan, which wilicorporate any appropriate changes as a resukiof t
recent consultation, will be published for the setoound of public consultation in September/Octobe
‘13. A Deposit Local Plan should be lodged witk Becretary of State in February 2014, with an Epqu
in Public hopefully in April and, subject to thece#pt of the Government appointed Inspector’s rgpbe
Council is aiming to formally adopt the Local PiarOctober 2014.

The Core Strategy covered a 20 year period up 34 ,20e new Plan covers a shorter 18 year periao up

2029. This has helped to enable us to reduce thsiip requirement for the whole Borough by 2,524
(from 12,550 to 10,026 homes). Specifically, tlwriding requirement for Northern Test Valley for the
plan period has been reduced by 1,734 (from 8,850,916) and for Southern Test Valley it has been
reduced by 790(from 4,300 to 3,510 homes).

This means that the annual requirement for Souti@st Valley is 195 homes (this is less than the
S.E.Plan) and for Northern Test Valley it is 362 (Bore than the S.E. Plan). Although the total lnem

of dwellings has generally been agreed as bein{pthest justifiable figure by both political groupa the
Borough, the final locations are still subject tacsh debate.

If the Inspector is not convinced that the housiagbers are evidence based, he can then increase th
eg. Winchester’s Inspector has recently added L& @teir originally submitted number.

There are currently no major allocations for Amjafier Braishfield. The main major sites proposes a
800 houses currently being built at Abbotswood;1B8fuced from 1500) at Whitenap, Romsey Extra;
300 (reduced from 500) at Hoe Lane, North Baddeg&§ at Nursling and Rownhams and a new housing
site of about 75 dwellings is proposed at Stoneham.

It is worth remembering that Southern Test Valkeyfar as the Local Plan is concerned, is strafyned
as the 7 parishes of Ampfield, Chilworth, North Hedley, Nursling and Rownhams, Valley Park,
Romsey Town and Romsey Extra. None of the 3,5Ifdsocan be allocated anywhere other than these



parishes. Furthermore, due to space constraiotmsBy Town and Valley Park have virtually no sctipe
accommodate any more large scale development ththerthat already accounted for on the Old Brewery
site — a sobering thought!

The new Local Plan still includes the local gapt timy predecessor Jimmy Wyss and | fought hard to
achieve between Ampfield and Braishfield and VaReyk, Chandlers Ford.

One thing that | know your Parish Council is renmagyvigilant about is the fact that if the 1300 bes are
not located at Whitenap, as the protest group Reenaee advocating, then they will have to be lotate
another ‘sustainable’ location within southern Téaliey . All previously suggested sites would theve

to be re-evaluated, including land at Ganger Faopposite the current development of Abbotswood.
Obviously, just the highway issues alone could piddly adversely affect the residents of Braiskfiel

will carefully monitor this one too!

Duttons Road

The closure of the Duttons Rd. offices was a sadfdiamany of us as it marked the end of an erae T
good news is that the transfer of the Customeri&ss\vteam from here to the Former Magistrates Court
near the Abbey, has gone even smoother than expedtee hours of the duty planning officer havenals
been increased from those at Duttons Rd. All Cibuneetings that used to meet in the old Council
Offices will continue to do so in the Crosfield Hahich has recently been refurbished.

Doing it online makes contacting the Council as egss 1, 2, 3

In today’s busy world people find it harder anddwarto fit everything into their daily lives. Toytand
make it a little easier, Test Valley Borough Colicontinues to develop ways for residents to ge¢buth
or carry out their business with us online at aetiimat is convenient for them.

This spring there are three top ways you can dalihe with Test Valley...

A Direct Debit Self Serve is now available, enapllrome owners to set up a new direct debit martdate
pay their council tax online. Nearly 500 peopledtaken advantage of this new service and sigped u
the past five weekshttps://www.testvalley.gov.uk/counciltaxdd/

The Council’'s Garden Waste Collection Service igilable for online subscription. Almost 40% of all
people who subscribed during the early bird petamk advantage of electronic registration, anddesis
can continue to subscribe at the click of a mobhsaughout the year.
https://www.testvalley.gov.uk/resident/wasteandoling/gardenwaste/

Want to know what planning applications are beingsidered in your area? Planning applications are
available online with just one click from the horagp. Once there you can view an application oos&o

to register your details. As a registered user yal be able to track specific applications and/esa
searches and receive e-mail updates on them autaihat

https://www.testvalley.gov.uk/resident/planningamitttingcontrol/viewplanningapplicationsonline/view-
planning-applications-online/

Complementing the do-it-online facilities, usershcaow also find out about the Council using an
innovative app, which provides quick and easy acdesa range of information on smartphones and
tablets, (but not Blackberry devices yet).

Big Local App Test Valley is completely free to dawad and provides information about council sexsic
in addition to schools and colleges, sport anduteistourist information, cinema and theatre lg$ina



comprehensive business directory and BBC news féisirs can also access discount vouchers for local
businesses.

Under the council section, residents can check hwitiay their bin is collected, search for planning
applications, apply for a parking permit, check wih@y can and can’t recycle and much more.
Visit: www.testvalley.gov.uk

Council Tax

Central Government recognised that Test Valley 8@rging just £2.33 per week for Council Tax per
Band D dwelling, is one of the lowest in Englarid.order to help maintain services, TVBC and these
other Councils were given special permission tgedhe Council Tax by 10p per week for a band D
property, without a referendum. Even after thigéase, Test Valley remains one of the lowest igldd
and Hampshire — and still cheaper than neighbouEasileigh.

We are always on the lookout to reduce costs irrotd maintain the quality of services. One simple
example is that from 15 April the Council will cedit all the black bins across the borough one veaek

all brown recycling bins the following week. Untibw, for operational reasons at the receivingresnt
the Borough could only collect half the borough’dik and brown bins each week. Successful
negotiations have enabled us to maximise efficieaog avoid the creation of a new round to
accommodate the new houses being built throughlo&it Borough, saving approximately £140,000.
Residents affected by the first phase of changedharse who were due to put out their brown bin for
collection in the week commencing 15 April. Fultaiés were delivered to affected properties ortvisi
www.testvalley.gov.uk/bincollectionchanges

As always, | remain readily contactable by phonerail. Tel. 07970 501050 or email
clirmhatley@testvalley.gov.uk

7. OPEN PERIOD

During questions and answers there was a long shgmu on planning and the proposed housing at
Whitenap and the use of brownfield sites. Coneean raised at the availability of utilities suchvester
and mention was made of the new pipe constructtwéen Otterbourne and the lower Test.

Alan Dowden said it was important to have a lodahpadopted in view of the five year land supply
situation .

David Robinson questioned the amount of attendamdearish Council Meetings by Alan Dowden and
Martin Hatley. Martin Hatley said that unfortunlgt®C Meetings on a Tuesday coincided with Southern
Area Planning Committee and PSH - the PortsmouthSamuthampton urban planning meeting.

In answer to a question about the Crookhill fodtp&dartin Hatley said that a certain number of lesus
needed to be built at Abbotswood before the mosegade available.

At the close of the meeting at 9.45pm, Mike Priti@nked everyone for attending.



