Minutes of
Braishfield Annual Parish Meeting

(The Annual Parish Meeting is also known as the APA

Annual Parish Assembly)
Minutes of the Meeting of Electors Braishfield Village Hall
6th May 2025 8pm

Present: Members of Braishfield Parish Council

Clir Chairman Jane Bennett County Councillor: Alan Dowden
CliIr Vice Chairman lan Knights  Borough Councillor: Sally Yalden
Clir Julie Benson

Clir Tom Sebrell Clerk/RFO: Jane Ray

Clir Michael Stubbs Public: 8

Clir Sally Yalden

80. Apologies
Clir Richard Brazier and Betty Houghton

81.Introduction
Chairman of Braishfield Parish Council, Clir Jane Bennett welcomed those
present, introduced the Clerk, Parish Councillors, Clir Alan Dowden
(Hampshire County Council).

82. Accuracy of Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 28t May 2024 were agreed
as an accurate record.

83. Chairman’s Report on Braishfield Parish Council

Introduction

| would like to thank all the Councillors for their work throughout the year which has
enabled us to progress and bring certain aspects to a conclusion, and special thanks
to Jane Ray as Clerk who is a real asset to the Council and with her wealth of
knowledge supports us in our decision making.

We welcomed back Clir Sally Yalden as a Councillor and also as Borough Councillor
for Ampfield and Braishfield. We are pleased to welcome ClIr Alan Dowden, who
continues to represent Valley Park and Hampshire County Council. George
McMenemy resigned due to other commitments. We are very pleased to welcome
Tom Sebrell who was co-opted on 1 April 2025.

The Council and the Village

We have many volunteers who support and have contributed to the success of
working groups who are now helping to keep footpaths clear. Our thanks to lan and
Wendy Jeffery who keep the Telephone library in order (not an easy task), Carole



and Steve Renvoize who look after the wreaths and plant flowers during the year at
the War Memorial and Maryanne Benson who checks the defibrillator at the Village
Hall and at the Church Room.

On Sunday 9 February we organised with the BVA (Braishfield Village Association)
the Volunteers and Clubs Fayre in the Village Hall. It was a great success with
around 30 tables representing different groups and clubs and many groups signed
up new members. It was a reminder about how fortunate we are to have such a
vibrant and varied community.

Communications

The Council website is the main communication point where all the latest information
can be found. This not only includes meeting agendas and minutes but links to news,
emergency numbers, policies and the Village Design Statement (VDS).

We work together with the Braishfield Village Association to share information in the
Braishfield Village News and the Network, and at times on Facebook. The latest
example was when SSE had to carry out emergency work at short notice.

The sum of £307 was donated to Action for Children.

Remembrance commemorations
The Armistice Day commemorations were led by the Parish Council.

For Remembrance Sunday, we joined with All Saints’ Church and the United
Reformed Church for the Service of Remembrance at the War Memorial with the
event being organised by All Saints’ Church and the Council. We were pleased to
have the Scouts, Guides and Brownies represented and Gemma the bugler from
Chandlers Ford BB Brass Band.

Carols on the Rec

In December, we organised Carols on the Rec jointly with All Saints’ Church, the
Village Hall and The Pantry. We were pleased to have about 200 people attending
with the Chandlers Ford BB Brass Band playing and Hot Diggerty Dogs serving a
variety of hot food.

Flags
We are very grateful to Tim Howkins and Mike Knowles for raising and lowering the
flags as agreed by the Flag Officer, Clir Brazier on behalf of the Council.

Grants/ Contributions
£1167.18 106 money for two new benches on Recreation Ground
£288.01 HCC equipment for footpath wardens

£1242 HCC Stile to Gates Grant (50% paid by Parish Council)

£400 Donation from All Saints’ Church towards cleaning of the War Memorial
£500 Councillor Community Grant — Hedge planting. HCC supplied the
whips

The Parish Council awarded grants/ contributions to:
All Saints’ Church for Burial Ground July 2024 £540 (Tree work) 3 April 2025
£1397.84



Planning

The Council continues to have a planning committee under the chairmanship of Clir
Richard Brazier who also continues to lead on the allocation of s106/ CIL money. We
continue with site visits and review both current and retrospective applications in line
with the Village Design Statement (VDS) and other relevant factors.

We have recently met some Ampfield councillors so we can share knowledge and
good practice.

The Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) group, Mark Sennitt, has confirmed
they are in the process of drafting the Plan and aim for this to be completed by the
end of the summer. There are of course other hurdles..... We are extremely grateful
to Mark Sennitt for taking the lead on the Neighbourhood Plan and to those
parishioners who support the work.

In the last year we have reviewed 25 planning applications and where appropriate,
applications have been heard by SAPC (Southern Area Planning Committee).
Permission for trees to be felled (those in the Conservation Area or have a Tree
Preservation Order) are also part of our Planning schedule.

Liaison with the Police

Clir Yalden keeps us informed of changes affecting Braishfield and we understand
there will be two PCSOs appointed. We hope to arrange for a visit from them so we
know more about how the Police Force operate in the countryside.

Roads, Highways and Footpaths

We continue to have ongoing concerns regarding the state of the roads and we ask
that all residents report any problems relating to roads, right of ways and footpaths to
Hampshire County Council.

Eight replacement gates have been ordered and will be fitted over the summer by
HCC and a group of volunteers for Footpaths 5, 6, 7, 8 and 14. We have a Volunteer
Warden Group with 14 people signed up to the group.

As a result of the data collected during the traffic speed monitoring exercise, it was
decided to invest in a movable speed signage system being located at strategic
points in the Village. This has been in place since August/ October 2022 and the
data is showing that there is still a significant number speeding. An extra post has
been fitted for Crook Hill and after the latest data has been evaluated, we will take
forward having a Speed Watch Group using handheld equipment. We do welcome
more volunteers to the Group.

The Parish Council’s large footpath map and flyers in the Pantry continue to
encourage walkers. The two groups set up by TVBC continue to regularly walk in
Braishfield.

Lengthsman Scheme

This scheme provides us with access to a handyman who can undertake minor tasks
under our direction. This scheme continues to work well. We will now be paying
some additional costs incurred by HCC with our share of £15 a year.



Community Resilience

The emergency planning group includes the Parish Council and other volunteers
from the wider community. Its focus is to respond to any emergency in the village
whether caused by extreme weather or by failures of infrastructure. We have been
attending Resilience meetings organised by TVBC which provide excellent up to
date information from various sources including SSE.

We are now reviewing the storage which may be available in the Village Hall for
equipment already purchased and will bear in mind the Government warning that
families need to stockpile food and water to help build national resilience amid fears
of prolonged power cuts, cyber-attacks and floods.

£5000 of the SSE grant unused by the Parish Council has been given to the Village
Hall towards the solar panels with the agreement of SSE.

We are planning a meeting of our volunteers with Michael White from TVBC. Our
plans will be reviewed every six months to ensure they are kept up to date.

As a Council we have been mindful over many years to have plans in place should
the need arise and these plans will be published and shared with HCC, TVBC and
Parishioners.

We are very grateful for the work being done by volunteers.

Recreation Ground

The Recreation Ground is one of the major responsibilities of the Council as sole
trustee. We have continued to ensure that the trees, ground, equipment and the car
park are kept to a high standard thus satisfying health and safety regulations. We are
grateful for the support given for keeping the benches in order and for making use of
CIL money for new benches.

We continue to host the Football Club and receive an annual payment of £613 from
the commercial lease.

Sadly, the Trim Trail that has been in the Recreation Ground for many years needed
to be dismantled and removed for safety reasons as the repair costs were
prohibitive.

We are hoping to have a tree planted to replace the one by Braishfield School which
was vandalised.

The safety sign for the play area and signs for the Recreation Ground provide a
reminder of guidelines and we continue to monitor those who use the Rec for their
Dogs’ recreation and who do not take away what they leave behind. A dog bin was
moved towards Crook Hill and this appears to have had a positive impact to
problems in the village even though these do still occur in Church Lane.

We were unsuccessful in our grant application to TVBC for the resurfacing of the car
park and replacing the fencing in 2024-25. However, some of the potholes were filled
by a mystery contractor doing a local job.



We also took forward the opportunity to plant a mixed native hedge — 50% Hawthorn
and 5 — 6 other types of hedging plants. We look forward to replacing the southern
end with a similar native hedge. During this very dry spell, we thank ClIr Stubbs and
Tim Howkins for keeping the hedge watered.

War Memorial
The Council is also sole trustee for the War Memorial and at the present time we
have a surveyor regularly monitoring the movement of the memorial.

We were pleased to have the War Memorial cleaned in November 2024 with Poppy
wreaths remaining until after VE Day on 8 May 2024.

To sum up, there has been a lot going on in Braishfield and | would again like to
express my thanks to everyone who has given of their time and support.

84. Reports on specific parish matters
Clir Knights thanked Jane Bennett for all the work she does — Jane will continiue
as chair for another year

85. Report from our County Councillor, Alan Dowden
Included information on local government devolution, shortfalls
with HCC budget and a reduction in availability of grant funding.

86. Report from our Borough Councillor, Sally Yalden

First and foremost, | want to express my gratitude to the parish councillors and
parish clerk for their dedication and hard work. You may not realise the significant
effort that goes on both in and out of parish council meetings, ensuring that
Braishfield is well represented. | remain committed to providing regular updates on
Test Valley Borough Council matters to keep our parish councillors and community
informed.

Throughout the year, I've engaged in a considerable amount of casework in Ampfield
and Braishfield. This aspect of my role is particularly fulfilling, as | enjoy problem
solving and helping wherever possible. For me it’s all about serving the community.
Whether it's addressing incorrect Tree Protection Orders or navigating planning
issues, the variety keeps my role as a borough councillor dynamic and rewarding.

In collaboration with the Community Engagement Team at TVBC and parish council,
we continued with the project work called “Thriving Communities’. The goal is to unite
local community groups to discuss what residents value most in Braishfield and
identify any gaps that may exist. It was fantastic to see the Volunteer’s Fayre happen
earlier in the year and to note that Braishfield was leading the way again. TVBC’s
community engagement team are keen to share best practice with other parish
councils.

Navigating planning matters can be challenging. As | write this, uncertainty
surrounds the scale and location of future housing developments in the Borough.
Until the Council implements a new Local Plan and secures a 5-year housing supply,
this ambiguity will persist. We are witnessing an increase in landowners and site



promoters gathering evidence to support speculative development proposals. | do
have serious concerns about housing development and the government’s planning
and infrastructure bill. The bill removes the requirement for ecological site surveys. It
will weaken environmental protection. Professional bodies, including the Chartered
Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management, have strongly criticised the bill
for its lack of transparency and evidence-based decision-making.

As a borough councillor, | have the authority to ‘call in’ applications for further
discussion at the Southern Area Planning Committee. I've exercised this right again
recently and spoke in support of those objecting to a particular application in
Ampfield, although the outcome was not in our favour. | will continue to push back on
applications and developments which are contrary to the Village Design Statement.

Since last December, Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) and devolution have
been central to discussions following the government's plans outlined in the English
Devolution White Paper. Hampshire County Council applied to join the ‘fast-track’
programme, resulting in the postponement of county elections scheduled for May
2025, extending the terms of county councillors. The complexities of devolution
create uncertainties, including the eventual abolition of Test Valley Borough Council,
which | serve. A new, larger Strategic Authority will emerge. | have many concerns
about this and not only about the cancellation of our right to participate in regular
elections and hold officials and those in public office to account.

To end on a positive note, we’re very lucky to have such a wonderful community in
Braishfield. When we organised the Volunteer Fayre, those in attendance were
testament to that. We can all be proud of helping to make Braishfield the special
place it is and a legacy we can all take pride in.

87. Presentation from Lou Lawrence MBE Countryside Officer
Lou gave a comprehensive report on the citizen science programme which
encourages local people to monitor local wildlife and habitats in Test Valley.

89. Electors' Open Period and Questions
Q — Will you be replacing the adult equipment on the Rec
A — No current plans as the council believe it was rarely used. Location would
need to be investigated.

Q — Cars are still driving too fast through the village
A - A community speed watch group will look for volunteers

Q — The water along Kiln Lane
A — HCC haven’t done anything to clear the ditches — landowners need chasing.
Signed:

Date:



