
Meeting of Braishfeld Parish Council 04/09/2018

BRAISHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Meeting of Braishfeld Parish Council 

held at Braishfeld Village Hall
on 4 September 2018 (7:00pm to 10:20pm)

Present

Members of Braishfeld Parish Council 
Chairman Jane Bennett
Vice Chairman Mike Edwards
Cllr Richard Brazier
Cllr Carole Renvoize
Cllr Peter White

Others
Clerk / RFO to Braishfeld Parish Council, Kate 

Orange
13 members of the public (part of Meeting)
Borough Councillor Martin Hatley (from 

7:40pm)

Apologies

1369. Apologies were received from Cllr Ian Knights who had a family commitment, and Cllr
Mark Swinstead who had work commitments.

Declarations

1370. No Member declared an interest in any business on the agenda for the Meeting.  

Accuracy of Minutes

1371. The Council agreed the accuracy of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 3 July 2018 
and a copy was signed by the Chairman.

Public Participation

1372. A member of the public commented on the problems of trafc speeds and density:  it 
is an old issue but ongoing; Braishfeld Village Association is also looking at trafc 
matters.  Further discussion on trafc was deferred the appropriate point on the 
agenda.  

Chair’s Report

1373. Chairman Jane Bennett has received a report from Jimmy Chestnutt, Chair of the VDS
Working Party.  Jimmy Chestnutt gave the report to the Meeting:  

The Working Party met on 28/8/2018.  They considered the scope of VDS’s (Village 
Design Statements) and Parish Plans.  

A VDS describes the character of buildings in the parish, and cannot prevent 
development but infuences the character of development.  A ‘light touch’ revision 
would incur some cost.

Parish Plans are aspirational and they are not planning documents.  Their value is in 
developing and recording the shared vision of the community.  
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The working party estimate that a pro-rata guide for the number of houses required 
to be built in Braishfeld is 2 dwellings per 5 years (based on central government 
fgures sent to Test Valley Borough Council via Hampshire County Council).  

In conclusion, neither document allows the parish to infuence where or what 
development takes place, whereas Neighbourhood Plans do; however, this can have 
the efect of attracting development.  

The Working Party will issue a formal report.  It will recommend that the Council 
secures funding and progresses with a revision of the VDS; investigates funding for a 
Parish Plan; consults the parish on whether to produce a Neighbourhood Plan.  

Discussion took place and covered the following issues:  

Although Test Valley Borough Council are in the process of revising the Local Plan, 
this does not afect the timescale in which planning documents should be produced 
for Braishfeld because in any event they will need be in accord with TVBC and 
national requirements.  

It was clear from a workshop which Cllr Renvoize attended last year that infuence 
over development can only take place with a Neighbourhood Plan.  The drawback is 
that sites must be allocated and there could be a problem fnding small sites in 
Braishfeld.  

The matter is ongoing.  

Trafc speeds and density

1374. The Chairman Jane Bennett introduced the matter:  trafc speeds and density are of 
ongoing concern to residents and a few recent incidents prompted her to place this 
on the agenda, with publicity through the village email network.    She suggested that
a working party could be established so that the problems could be better 
understood and possible solutions explored.  

The Council has a good working relationship with the highways department of 
Hampshire County Council (HCC), and considers that they will, at the least, listen to 
reasoned suggestions.  Test Valley Borough (TVBC) Councillor Martin Hatley noted 
that much of the highways responsibilities have transferred back to HCC since TVBC’s
Ray Alborough retired.  

Vice Chairman Mike Edwards noted that the Department of Transport recognise 
various forms of trafc calming, and there is a document available.  These are the 
measures that should be explored.  The measures are described in detail.  For 
example, humps must be lit at night.  

The Council will publish an article in BVN (Braishfeld Village News) to introduce the 
idea of a working party and seek further members. 

Cllr Carole Renvoize and several members of the public present at the Meeting 
volunteered for involvement in a working party:  Stuart Yalden, Michael Stubbs, Ian 
Jefery and Julie Holland.

Cllr Hatley noted that TVATPC may have ideas from other parishes.  
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1375. It was proposed that the Clerk should produce draft terms of reference for a working 
party to research trafc issues, for the Council’s approval.  

RESOLVED

Comment on planning application “Erection of replacement dwelling and garage, 
with associated parking, turning, landscaping, amenity space, and access, Ilignus Kiln 
Lane Braishfeld SO51 0PJ”,  reference 18/01983/FLLLS, 

1376. Several Councillors visited the site prior to the Meeting, with the owner’s agent Mark 
Perritt.  

The proposal is for a replacement dwelling in a diferent position on the site.  

There was discussion of whether there is a mechanism to limit the number of 
dwellings on the site but it is not possible for the parish council to take any action on 
this through a comment to a planning application.  

The low ridge height of part of the proposed house was designed to keep the 
building low, in keeping with the street-scene.  There was some concern amongst 
Councillors that it may result in elevations that appear out of proportion with the 
scale of the house.  

1377. It was proposed to comment on planning application “Erection of replacement dwelling
and garage, with associated parking, turning, landscaping, amenity space, and access, 
Ilignus Kiln Lane Braishfeld  SO5  0PJ,  reference 58/ 5983/FULL , as follows:  

“No SbjectionJ, with the comment that the Council would prefer a design with a 
uniform full two-storey ridge height throughout as it would be more in keeping with 
the proportions of the building.

RESOLVED

Planning application TVG006, single storey extension to Jermyns House to provide 
new Cafe Tearoom  with associated facilities to include alteration and refurbishment 
works to existing building at Jermyns House, Jermyns Lane, Ampfeld SO51 0QA

1378. Sn planning application TVG  6, single storey extension to Permyns House to provide 
new Cafe Tearoom  with associated facilities to include alteration and refurbishment 
works to existing building at Permyns House, Permyns Lane, Ampfeld  SO5  QA it was 
proposed to comment as follows:  

“No commentJ

RESOLVED

Financial assistance for Braishfeld Village Hall

1379. Following an introduction under Public Participation at the Meeting of 3 July 2018, 
Cllr Brazier proposed a motion for the Meeting.  

1380. The Council to look in detail by the Sctober meeting to agreeing its intention for a 
increase in the Annual 0recept for purposes of general infation and more substantially 
to provide funds for the Village Hall ( and  hop) to assist in their plans for 
refurbishment/ continuing maintenance and to strengthen their reserves 
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supplementing their static income to ensure its continuing future as an important 
community hub for the Village

NOT MOVED

1381. The motion was not moved but there was discussion about the matter of fnancial 
support for Braishfeld Village Hall (BVH) which included the following:  

Cllr Brazier feels that the Council should support the village hall and shop as they are 
community assets.  The Clerk noted that the Council currently assists in the following 
ways: small grants (eg for shop furniture), room hire whenever possible, 
maintenance of the car-park (which cost approximately 41% of the precept in the 
previous fnancial year and is ongoing), and can help with sources of advice (Test 
Valley Borough Council, Hampshire Association of Local Councils, National 
Association of Local Councils, The Plunkett Foundation); but no application for grants
has been made by BVH in recent years.  Further information is in the Clerk’s report 
“Assistance for Braishfeld Village Hall”.  Cllr Hatley suggested that if BVH requires 
funds, it could apply for a grant from the Parish Council; and Marianne Piggin of Test 
Valley Borough Council can ofer advice too. 

The Clerk noted that several Councillors are either members of the Village Hall 
Committee or have spouses who are, and Interests need to be considered.  

Cllr Brazier would like the Council to consider doubling the precept in order to fund 
BVH.   Vice Chairman Mike Edwards voiced concern about large increases in precept, 
because of the impact on parishioners.  He is concerned about the high fgures 
suggested, not the principle of fnancial assistance for BVA.  Cllr Hatley noted that a 
doubling in precept could attract attention from the national press.  The Clerk noted 
that there is currently a dispensation for parish councils, exempting them from the 
requirement to have a referendum for substantial increases in precepts, but this is 
dependent on parish councils continuing to increase their precepts within the current
level of a few percent only.  The Clerk noted that other community halls have had 
major work carried out through public subscription rather than asking the Council to 
fund them through rises in the precept.  

The matter of public consultation was briefy considered.  The Clerk advised that a 
period of 3 months should be allowed and the public should be provided with full 
background information.  More research is needed on the process, if it is to take 
place.  Vice Chairman Mike Edwards considered that if a large increase in precept is 
proposed, the public must be consulted.  

Public Works Board loans are available to local councils so are one possibility for 
funding a large grant.  As an example, a £100,000 loan over 25 years would cost a 
further £37,000 in interest.  

The legality of funding the BVH in order to bolster its reserves was considered:  it is 
against fnancial regulations to pass public money into the reserve funds of 
independent charities.    Specifc projects would need to be considered instead.  Cllr 
White suggested that one way may be to fund ongoing costs such as electricity, as 
this would be fairly consistent from year to year.  
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More research is required if this is to progress, including details of any project that 
BVH has in mind.  

Horse trafc on fp9 and the horse-owner's understanding of his position

1382. A member of the public has reported that she encountered a horse being ridden on 
Footpath 9, which is a footpath not a bridleway.  In discussion with the rider, he 
mentioned that he had the agreement of the Parish Council to use the path.  This is 
not the case, as the Council has no powers with regard to use of public rights of way. 
The Council advised the member of the public that she may wish to contact 
Hampshire County Council, who have responsibility for public rights of way.  

1383. It was proposed that the Clerk should write to the owner of the horse and clarify the 
0arish Council’s position with regard to use of public rights of way.   

RESOLVED

Emergency Planning 

1384. The Chairman Jane Bennett reported on behalf of the Community Resilience Working
Party.  Notes from the Meeting of 6 August 2018 have been circulated to Councillors.  
There will be a public presentation on 7 November 2018 at 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm; along 
with the Village Design Statement Working Party.  Chris Balchin has information on 
the substations which serve the parish.  The parish has been kindly donated a 
generator, and the working party will obtain quotations for connecting it to the 
Village Hall, and for ongoing maintenance.  

Community Transport

1385. Vice Chairman Mike Edwards confrmed that there was nothing to report on 
community transport.  

Clerk’s Report

1386. The Council received the Clerk’s Report to the end of August 2 58.

RESOLVED

Report on Assistance for Village Hall

1387. The Council received the Clerk’s report “Assistance for Braishfeld Village HallJ dated 35 
August 2 58.

RESOLVED

Financial Reporting

1388. The Council received the report on Income/Expenditure against Budget for the First 
Quarter of the year ending 35 March 2 59.  

RESOLVED

Borough Councillor’s Report

1389. Borough Councillor Martin Hatley reported that the fnal recommendations of the 
Test Valley Borough Council Governance Review will be that an area north of 
Ampfeld Wood, and also Jermyns House, should be part of the Parish of Braishfeld.  
Generally in Braishfeld the Borough Councillor and County Councillor ward 
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boundaries are co-terminus with the parish boundaries, except for part of Bunny 
Lane.  

Test Valley Borough Council “Issues and Options for the Next Local Plan”

1390. The Council will hold an extraordinary Meeting on Tuesday 11 September at 9am in 
Braishfeld Village Hall, in order to decide comments for the Test Valley Borough 
Council “Issues and Options for the Next Local Plan” consultation.  

“Local government – 2019/20 Council Tax Referendum Principles”

1391. It was proposed to respond to the consultation “Local government – 2 59/2  Council 
Tax Referendum 0rinciplesJ that the Council agrees with the proposal on referendums 
for parish council precepts.  

RESOLVED

Planning Committee:  Terms of Reference

1392. It was proposed to adopt the revised Terms of Reference for the 0lanning Committee. 
They will be dated 4  eptember 2 58.  

RESOLVED

Take-up of the Council’s Grant Fund

1393. Consideration of the take-up of the Council’s grant fund was deferred.

Flag Flying Policy

1394. The decision on a policy for fag fying was deferred.

Payments

1395. It was proposed to make the following payments:  

 taff costs £22 8.33

Braishfeld Recreation Ground, 2nd tranche from precept:  contribution to budgeted
costs £25,77O.  

Braishfeld Recreation Ground, to cover costs of treework above budgeted allowance
£25,  2.7O

Braishfeld War Memorial, 2nd tranche from precept:  contribution to budgeted costs
£232.  

Business  tream (water supply to pond) £256.55

RESOLVED

Matters for subsequent Meetings

1396. The following matters will be included as business in subsequent Meetings:  

▪ Grant towards the costs of maintaining the burial ground.  

Next Meeting 

1397. The next Meeting will be held on 6 November 2018
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