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BRAISHFIELD ANNUAL
PARISH MEETING

Minutes of the meeting held at the Village Hall, Braishfield on Monday 18th May 2015 at
8pm

Present

Braishfield Parish Councillors:

Mike Prince (Chairman)

John Bevan

Richard Brazier

Clive John

Carole Renvoize

Peter White

Others:

Parish Clerk:  Kate Orange

Borough Councillor :  Martin Hatley

County Councillor :  Alan Dowden

Guest Speaker:  Gail Allen of Age Concern
Hampshire

Parishioners:  11 residents attended

8. Apologies

Vice-chairman of Braishfield Parish Council, Mike Edwards, sent his apologies.

9. Welcome and Introduction by the Chairman of Braishfield Parish Council

Mike Prince welcomed all attendees to the meeting.

10. Presentation by Gail Allen of Age Concern Hampshire

Gail Allen introduced the Village Agent scheme from Age Concern.  The project is
supported by Hampshire County Council and was founded in 2011.

Older people often prefer to receive information face-to-face and this where Village Agents
can be of assistance.  12 volunteer were trained in the first year and there are now 48 across
Hampshire.  Rural Test Valley has only 5 agents.

Village Agents are trained to “sign-post” information and details of local services.
Examples of queries answered include:  where to have clothes altered, how to get birds from
chimneys, and details of transport.  Age Concern run an information and advice service as a
back-up for Village Agent volunteers.

Prospective volunteers undergo in-depth training, a security check and will require
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references.  Any interested parties are invited to get in touch with Gail via Age Concern.
Leaflets were available at the meeting.

11. Minutes of the Meeting held on 6th May 2014

The minutes were agreed.

Peter White noted that there was a matter arising from the previous meeting  (item 6) the
surface water drainage was still poor on Dores Lane.  Alan Dowden will look into the matter
and prompt the relevant department.

12. Chairman’s Report
Chairman’s Report on Braishfield Parish Council was presented by Mike Prince and a copy
is attached to these minutes.

13. Reports from our Borough and County Councillors

Martin Hatley and Alan Dowden circulated their reports and copies are attached to these
minutes.  They answered some queries from electors:

Alan Dowden confirmed that section 106 money (specifically arising from Abbotswood for
the footpath on Braishfield Road) will be available relatively late in the construction phase
of the project (after the occupation of the 600th dwelling) because the developer needs to
fund the contribution through the sale of houses.

Martin Hatley discussed the former brewery site in the centre of Romsey.  It is not possible
for Test Valley Borough Council to compulsorily purchase the site at the moment because
the developer undertakes sufficient building to satisfy the rules.

Martin Hatley confirmed that School Lane will be closed at the Braishfield Road end and
footpaths will be extended.

It is understood that Michelmersh and Timsbury will be provided with superfast broadband
before Braishfield.

Mike Prince congratulated Martin Hatley on being re-elected.

Martin Hatley congratulated the Ampfield/Braishfield Ward for having the highest election
turn-out for the forth consecutive time at 83%.

14. Open period and questions

A parishioner noted that the wild-flowers in the roadside verges have been cut down, and
asked who is responsible for cutting the verges.  Martin Hatley responded that it is done to
reduce the risk of road accidents.  Some verges are the responsibility of Hampshire County
Council, and others are maintained by Test Valley Borough Council.  Where specific wild-
flowers are known to be present, the County Council can be notified.
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