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INTRODUCTION

Since 1998 Hampshire County Council has published an annual Register of Threatened Historic
Buildings in Hampshire. Before 1998 there had been two previous editions of the register,
_published in 1994 and 1995. The register is a useful tool in assisting local authorities monitor
those historic bulldmgs that are deemed to be at risk through neglﬁct or decay and, where funds
are available, use grant aid as a catalyst to encourage their repair and re-use.

Whilst grade I or IT* Buildings at Risk on the English Heritage register are the only element of
the historic environment used as a national sustainability indicator in the Quality of Life Counts,
Power of Place, English Heritage’s recent statement to Government recommended a more
systematic auditing of historic assets. In response the Government in The Historic Environment:
A Force for Our Future, has commissioned English Heritage to undertake a pilot Historic
Environment Report in 2002. The undertaking of condition surveys of historic buildings and the
publication of this register since 1994 show the commitment of the County Council and local
authorities to understanding the historic built environment and to help in securing its future. The
information contained in this register will assist English Heritage in fulfilling their task of
producing the Historic Environment Report.

As in previous years this edition, compiled with the assistance of officers of all the authorities,
includes both the administrative County of Hampshire and the Unitary Authority areas of
Portsmouth City and Southampton City. Some changes have been introduced in this register
which, it is hoped, will make it a more useful guide to the risks faced by the buildings included.
Two new pieces of information are now presented. The first introduction is the use of the
English Heritage Risk Categories A-F (represented by hard hats in the English Heritage Register
of Buildings at Risk). The English Heritage definitions of the priority categories are:-

Risk category Description

A Immediate risk of further rapid deterioration or loss
of fabric; no way forward agreed

B Immediate risk of further rapid deterioration or loss
of fabric; way forward agreed but not yet
implemented

C Slow decay; no way forward agreed

D Slow decay; way forward agreed but not yet
implemented

E Under repair or in fair to good repair but no obvious

user identified, or under threat of vacancy with no
obvious new user (applicable only to buildings
capable of beneficial use; often specialised
buildings which have become functionally
redundant)

B Repair scheme in progress and (where applicable)
end use or user identified

Buildings at Risk A New Strategy 1998 English Heritage

With some of the buildings on the register the problems faced may be complex and the route to
achieving a satisfactory resolution can involve lengthy negotiations, preparation of detailed
specifications and obtaining quotes from contractors, possibly marketing, and in some cases, the



use of enforcement measures. The use of the risk categories will allow, in future editions of the
register, the identification of buildings where, although still *at risk’, there has been a change to
their at risk status.

The second new introduction is the year the building was first entered on to the register (to be
found in brackets at the end of the comments relating to each building). This information will
identify those buildings where there is a recognised long term problem which may require
additional efforts to secure their future.

This register includes 290 historic buildings that are at risk through neglect or decay and require
urgent repair and, in some cases, a new use or sympathetic owner. The buildings on the register
can be divided into several clear categories which may reflect particular threats to certain
elements of the historic built environment and for which different approaches are required.

Category Percentage of
Buildings at Risk

Farm buildings inc farmhouses 33.2%
Military buildings 18.7%
Domestic & Commercial 18.0%
Ancillary 12.5%
Ecclesiastical inc. tombs & 3.5%
churchyard walls

Parks and Gardens 5.9%
Public 3.1%
Industrial/Civil Engineering 5.2%

Current Issues

Although the register aims to identify those individual buildings that are actually at risk from
neglect or decay, there are some wider issues that effect the historic buildings of Hampshire.
Some of the wider threats to the historic built environment are immediate and well recognised,
others are largely unrecorded in any systematic fashion whilst climate change is an issue that
needs to be understood in terms of historic buildings so that local authorities and property owners
can plan for the future.

Farm Buildings

The introductory discussion in previous registers has noted that agricultural buildings have been
one of the principal groups of buildings at risk and have outlined some of the problems
associated with these buildings. Agricultural buildings are the principal group of buildings “at
risk’ in this register, representing over 33% of the entries. During 2001 the future of historic
agricultural buildings has been the focus of much work, both nationally and at county level.
Disinfecting after Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) outbreaks was identified as a threat to historic
buildings and led to English Heritage issuing guidance on how fo treat the often vulnerable fabric
of historic farm structures. Although there were no outbreaks of FMD in Hampshire, the
agricultural industry of the county was affected by the resulting restrictions, adding to the
pressures experienced by the farming community. The state of farming in Britain in general is
such that for many farming enterprises, especially the smaller family run businesses, there is little
possibility of making funds available for the repair of often redundant historic barns and
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